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Academic engagement with the interplay of political parties in the post emergency federal 

politics in India was in a broad anonymity that growing influence of the regional political parties 

was largely due to failure of the ‘dominant party system’ or the ‘Congress System’ to 

accommodate the regional politico-economic aspirations.  Contesting the hitherto existing 

hegemony especially the Congress acquired through spearheading the nationalist discourse in 

India, different units of the federal structure experienced proliferation of political parties which 

emerged through effective political mobilization of the regional aspirations and perspectives vis-

a-vis ‘political domination of the Centre,’ an unique ideological construction that India started 

experiencing particularly after the autocratic regime of the Congress during the period of internal 

emergency. Therefore, academic engagement with regionalism was largely influenced by 

emergence and growth of political alternatives articulated through political mobilization of 

regional aspirations and perspectives. The political trajectory of regionalism in the specific 

context of the North East has, however, been significantly different from many other units of the 

federal structure. Noticeably, different parts of the regional society, which were beyond the 

political purview of the nationalist discourse under the aegis of the Congress, were substantially 

influenced by remarkably ‘regionalist political perspectives’ even before India’s independence. 

The important questions in this context are, first of all, how to comprehend the ‘regional political 

perspectives’ historically, and secondly, how the ‘regional political perspectives’ were 

accommodated by the pan-Indian nationalist discourse after India’s independence? The political 

integration of the region with the nation state, however, had never been an easy and steady 

process. Political assertions of ethnic identities often accompanied by large scale violence on the 

part of both state and non-state political actors drastically influenced the ‘regionalist political 



perspectives’ to contest the nation state on one hand and political domination of a nationalist 

identity within the region on the other. The process culminated in political mobilization on ethnic 

identities leading to proliferation of political parties in the region. Can these ethnic identity based 

political parties be regarded as regional parties? Can the rediscovered ‘ethnic political 

perspectives’ be equated and articulated as ‘regional political perspectives’? The primary 

objective of the workshop is to address these basic questions contemplating on the political 

imbroglio in each of the north-eastern units of the Indian federal structure. Attempt would also 

be made to comprehend the political complexities of the regional societies vis-vis-the changing 

political scenario of the country as a whole.    

Sub-themes: 

1. Identity Politics, Ethnic Movements and Regionalism in India: An overview 

2. Identity Politics, Ethnic Movements and Regionalism in India: Arunachal Pradesh 

3. Identity Politics, Ethnic Movements and Regionalism in India: Assam 

4. Identity Politics, Ethnic Movements and Regionalism in India: Manipur 

5. Identity Politics, Ethnic Movements and Regionalism in India: Meghalaya 

6. Identity Politics, Ethnic Movements and Regionalism in India: Mizoram 

7. Identity Politics, Ethnic Movements and Regionalism in India: Nagaland 

8. Identity Politics, Ethnic Movements and Regionalism in India: Tripura 

9. Concluding Session: Coalition politics in India’s North East 
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