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From the Director’s Desk
It gives me immense pleasure to place the Annual Report 2015-16 of Omeo Kumar Das
Institute of Social Change and Development into the public domain. The year marks the end
of Silver Jubilee celebration of the Institute which was celebrated with a series of academic
activities. This academic year was also very eventful which got kick started with a talk by Dr.
Gary LaFree, Professor of Criminology and Criminal Justice at the University of Maryland,
United States who spoke on the topic “Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism in India”. In his
presentation, he gave a detailed account of his institute’s effort in mapping and providing
information on terrorism across the globe since 1970s. It was followed by an interaction with
the speaker. Two special lectures were delivered by two very prominent intellectuals of the
country – Prof. Rajan Gurukkal on the theme “Development and Ethnicity: Discursive
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Implications” and Prof. Baniprasanna Misra on the theme “Deprovincialising Srimanta
Sankardeva”. Prof. Rajan Gurukkal showed how the cultural and linguistic strategies are used
often legitimize capitalist development and camouflage exploitation. He showed how extraeconomic factors like food habits, architecture of dwellings, costumes and other cultural
practices have come to define development. As an alternative to this development paradigm,
he finds an alternative in the Marxist understanding of Commune and Gandhi’s Gram Swaraj.
According to him both these conceptual categories underline a paradigm of people centric
and participatory development. Prof. Baniprasanna Misra on the other hand said that time has
come to break the shackle of the confines of the provincialisation of Sankardeva, the great
religious leader.
As part of its mandate of promoting research in Northeast India, three capacity building
workshops on doing social science research were organized in namely Aizawl, Guwahati and
Kohima. The Aizawl workshop was organized in collaboration with Government Aizawl
West College, Mizoram and the Kohima workshop was organized in association with
Kohima College, Nagaland.
In pursuance of its commitment for good and effective governance practices, the Institute
undertakes a number of works and studies. Last year it completed some of them. The Institute
monitored the Joint Liability Swabambi Groups (JLSGs) in 25 districts of Assam created
under Chief Minister’s Jeevan Jyoti Swaniyojon Yojna. The Institute has done the context
analysis for programmatic intervention of UNICEF in the states of Assam, Meghalaya,
Nagaland and Tripura.
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The Institute has an important contribution in the development of the region through its
research and monitoring work. Towards this direction, the Institute has done the economic
analysis of the ADB funded “Assam Integrated Flood and Riverbank Erosion Management
Projects.” The analysis was carried in strict observance of ADB framework. An important
project that comes to an end in this academic year is “Development of Hill and Mountain
Regions of North East India”. The project has assessed the development interventions in the
fragile hill and mountain region of northeast India. The Institute has made its foray into the
domain of monitoring and evaluating Corporate Social Responsibilities. The Institute has
successfully monitored and evaluated the CSR projects of Northeastern Electric Power
Corporation Limited (NEEPCO).
The Institute has been widening the scope of its research commitment and exploring new
vistas of collaboration with domestic and foreign institutions. Two research projects in
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collaboration with Peace research Institute Oslo (PRIO), Norway are underway. “ Making
Women Count for Peace: Gender Empowerment and Conflict in South Asia” is investigating
the ‘empowerment and ‘ disempowerment” of women in Northeast India as a case of
protrcted conflict with no third party mediation and comparing it with Nepal as a postconflict case in which international agencies have been heavily involved. On the other hand,
Imagined Sovereignties: Frontiers of Statehood and Globalization” probes how sovereignty is
perceived by stakeholders and how contestations take place in culturally diverse and
historically unique settings. Both the studies have been funded by Research Council Norway.
A very important contribution of the Institute towards the society of Assam is the study it
completed on evil witch hunting practices in Assam. Supported by Project Prahari, Assam
Police, the study has tried to understand the causes, social dimension and etiology of crimes
related tot witchcraft in Assam and also to illustrate the post-intervention outcomes in the
villages where Project Prahari has been initiated.
Ever since its inception, the Institute has played an important role in imparting research skills
in social sciences to the young researchers of Northeast India. Capacity building workshops
organized in different parts of Northeast India exhibit the firm commitment of the Institute
towards this goal. This year, three capacity building workshops were organized in Aizawl,
Guwahati and Kohima benefitting more than hundred research scholars all together. Apart
from the workshops and training programmes, the Institute organized three international
seminars. In collaboration with the North East India Studies Programme, Jawaharlal Nehru
University, the Institute organized a seminar on the theme, Rethinking Development:
Challenges in Northeast India on July 30-31, 2015. A two day international conference on
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Look (Act) East Policy and North East India was organized in collaboration with North
Eastern Council, Shillong and Planning and Development Department, Government of
Assam on 25-26 September, 2015. This conference saw the participation of a plethora of
national and international scholars working on the theme. The international conference on
Multitude and Democracy: Experiences from Northeast India and Myanmar organized by the
Institute on 19th - 20th February, 2016 in collaboration with Peace Research Institute Oslo
(PRIO) had flagged off many theoretical issues regarding sovereignty and future of
democracy.
A special mention must be made of OKD Dialogue, the monthly informal discussion forum
of the institute. From the issue of social malaise like witch hunting in Assam to alcohol in tea
gardens and the role of colonial administration were discussed in this forum. The Institute has
also excelled in academic pursuits per se and its academic staff participated in many
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conferences in India and abroad. Prof. Bhupen Sarmah, the Director of the Institute was
invited to participate at the conference on International Union of Anthropological and
Ethnological Sciences (IUAES) Inter-congress, July 15 to 18, 2015, Thammasat University,
Bangkok. He presented the paper “Sovereignty, Autonomy and the State: Politics of
Periphery” at the conference. He also attended the 2015 PCC Annual Conference of the
Project on “Imagined Sovereignties: Frontiers of Statehood and Globalization” organized by
PRIO at Cyprus on 8-11 October, 2015. His paper

“Understanding Northeast India

Exception and Beyond” presented at the conference Northeast India: Beyond Exception held
at Jawaharlal University on 16-18 November, 2015 was greatly appreciated. Apart from
being invited as a resource person in different courses and workshops, Prof. Indranee Dutta
presented a paper titled ‘Conflicts Leave a Trail of Poverty and Malnutrition: Evidences from
Assam’ at the seminar on Poverty, Inequality and Health in India with Special Reference to
North-East India, Shillong organised by the Department of Economics, North Eastern Hill
University during October 8-10, 2015. Dr. Saswati Chowdhury Delivered Special lecture
titled 'Locating North East India in the Look (Act) East Policy of India' on 6th December,
2015 at the national seminar on India's North Eastern States and Eastern Neighbours
organized by Asian Confluence at Shillong on 5-6 December, 2015. Dr. Joydeep Baruah was
also invited to conference on International Union of Anthropological and Ethnological
Sciences (IUAES) Inter-congress, July 15 to 18, 2015, Thammasat University, Bangkok
where he presented a paper titled “Locating the Rhetoric of ‘Decentralisation’ and ‘Inclusion’
within Neo-liberal Order: Evidences from India”. He also attended the Summer School on
Multidimensional Poverty organised by Oxford Poverty and Human Development Initiative
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(OPHI), University of Oxford during August 3-15, 2015 at Georgetown University,
Washington DC, USA. Dr. Arunima Deka on the other hand presented a paper ‘Language
and Politics in India- The Case of Bodos’, in International Conference on ‘Language, Power
and Identity in Asia, organized by IIAS, held at Leiden, the Netherlands from 14th -16th
March, 2016.
For the upcoming year, the Institute has envisaged many projects. Hope we would be able to
surmount all difficulties and successfully reach our envisioned goals. Looking forward to
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cooperation from all, I take this opportunity to put forward this Annual Report before you.
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The Institute
The Omeo Kumar Das Institute of Social Change and Development (OKDISCD) is an
autonomous Institute at Guwahati that undertakes, promotes and coordinates research on
problems and processes of social transformation and development of Assam and other States
of the North Eastern Region and contributes to the formulation of strategies and programmes
for speedier regional development. The Institute acts as a "clearinghouse of ideas and
information on research in social sciences with special emphasis on the problems of Assam
and other States of the North-Eastern region".

Established in 1989 under the joint initiative of Government of Assam and Indian Council of
Social Science Research (ICSSR) New Delhi, OKDISCD, is recognised as a leader in the
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field of social science research in Northeast Region. It is reputed for the quality of its
research and various programmes for promoting social science and policy research. Over the
last two and half decades, a large number of studies have been completed by the Institute
which has contributed towards the corpus of knowledge on various aspects of social concerns
and research priorities in the region. It is noted for its strong research thrust in varied areas of
democracy and governance, regional development, health and education, environment,
gender, human development that are making substantial contributions to regional and national
level. Over the years, the Institute has also created a niche for its innovative courses in
Capacity Development of Young scholars for research and CSR training programmes for
midlevel functionaries of corporate houses. It is also the lead Institute in the region in
designing and carrying out Evaluation and Monitoring Studies for various programmes of
Government agencies, corporate houses and international bodies like the UNICEF. The
programmes and offered at the Institute have the flexibility to evolve and change in response
to new requirements. They serve the twin purpose of building a solid foundation of research
capability of the scholars in the region and of enhancing the corpus of knowledge on various
questions on social aspects of the region.

A unique attribute of the programmes at OKDISCD is the autonomy enjoyed by Faculty in
designing and structuring courses and research studies. The programmes and academic
activities at the Institute are constantly evolving which reflects the Institute’s commitment to
stay in tune with the expanding frontiers of knowledge.
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Conclusion of Silver Jubilee Celebrations
The Silver Jubilee celebration of the Institute got underway on September 15, 2014. It was
inaugurated by the noted academician, Professor Mrinal Miri, a Member of Rajya Sabha and
the Chairman, Indian Council of Philosphical Research and delivered the inaugural address
on “Idea of Research”. Marking the occasion, four books of the Institute namely Neo-Liberal
States and its Challenges, The Look East Policy, Education for Capability, Tea Small
Holdings of Assam along with its journal Social Change Development and a commemorative
volume recounting the journey of the Institute OKDISCD: Twenty Five Years and Beyond
were released. As part of the yearlong celebration, two special lectures were organized. The
first lecture titled “Capitalism and Global poverty” was delivered by Prof. Prabhat Patnaik, a
renowned economist. The second lecture titled “Environment Development Trade off at the
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Regional Context: Common but Differentiated Responsibilities” was delivered by Prof.
Amitabh Kundu, an economist of great repute. To mark the occasion, the Institute organized
four seminars: Public Provisioning in Basic Services and Infrastructures: Country Experiences
and Outcomes on 25-26 September, 2014; Ideology and Social Sciences on 27-28 November,
2014; Environment and Development Trade Off on January 21-22, 2015. An international
seminar on Look (Act) East Policy on September 25- 26, 2015 marked the conclusion of the
yearlong celebration of Silver Jubilee of the Institute.

Studies Completed
Development of Hill and Mountain Regions of North East India: Re-assessing the
Space and Contemporary Contexts
The concern shown in the study is that development interventions in the fragile hill and
mountain region of northeast India need to ensure ecological sustainability of the region. The
study indicates that the role of the State has emerged as prime driver in all development
initiatives in the region, albeit with certain specific interests. The locality specific drives
usher in by local entrepreneurs and institutions have been sporadic and have become very
insignificant in the entire process.

The people in the region now live in a situation where quality of life is compromised. This
probably was not the case when the nature determined the limit with thin population density.
The indication derived is that carrying capacity of the region has been exhausted; the
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resources available at the possession of people now fail to ensure decent living. With the
limited resources available with the people and social institutions of the region, it is
impossible to keep pace with the rising requirements and/or consumerism, if the welfare state
does not intervene and make provisioning of the basics.

On one hand there is need to ensure adequate provisioning of basic amenities for the citizens
and on the other creation of enough sustainable jobs. The caveat, however, emerge is that the
State also needs to read the limit provided by the nature in the fragile hill environment while
making plans for additional resource allocation and avenues of economic activities. An
argument is also that provisioning of basic amenities in certain components for ensuring
decent living may help to ensure balanced as well as positive outcomes, compared to making
avenues for livelihood of the additional people though promotion of certain economic
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activities (industrial and plantation drives in the fragile hills and mountains). This also brings
in the argument of compensating the hill people for maintenance of ecology of the hill and
mountainous areas.

One of the recommendations of the study is ‘crowding out’ of the urban hill settlements. The
term is used in two senses - one, restrict the population congestion and two - limit personal
consumption level of the citizens to ensure sustainability of the hill region.

Witch-Hunting in Assam: A Report
Sponsored by Project Prahari, Assam Police, the
Institute completed the study Witch Hunting in Assam:
A Report that tries to understand the causes, social
dimensions, and etiology of crimes related to witchcraft
in Assam and also to illustrate the post-intervention
outcomes in the villages where the “Project Prahari”
has been initiated. It is an in-depth study that involves
eliciting data with collective case study, personal
interviews,

group

discussions

and

analyses

of

newspaper reports. As the study tries to locate the entire
phenomenon of daini within the context of the belief
system rooted in our socio-cultural milieu of the
communities, the principal investigator along with her team had made a sojourn at the
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villages of three carefully chosen areas of Majuli, Goalpara and Golaghat to understand the
people’s rituals and belief systems. The study underscores economic backwardness as one of
the major causes that spawn superstitious beliefs leading to situations of with-hunting. It also
highlights a body of beliefs and practices which are deep rooted in the minds of the masses
caught between ancient and the modern. The study also comes up with a host of
recommendations to prevent incidents of witchcraft. A vital suggestion is to sensitise the
people through dialogue and other means of interaction. It also recommends punitive
measures against the fake healers, Babas and Bej. The study also reveals that Project Prahari
needs strong support to weed out crimes that involve participation of communities.

Economic Analysis of the ADB funded “Assam Integrated Flood and Riverbank
Erosion Management Project”
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This project is an analysis to examine economic viability of three sub-projects included in
“Assam Integrated Flood and Riverbank Erosion Management Project, Tranche II. The
analysis is carried out in accordance with ADB’s guidelines for the economic analysis of the
projects. The analysis is made on the basis of two sources. One the certified data of
concerned departments of government of Assam provided by the Sub-Projet Implementation
Offices, and indicated in the detailed Project Reports (DPRs) for the Tranche II. Two, a quick
field survey was conducted in the villages of sub-project areas to understand the present
conditions and changes in current and potential livelihood activities in the farm sector. In few
aspects, supportive information is drawn and assumptions are made based on referred
sources. The analysis based on the field survey to reassess the estimates of the damages
caused by floods, erosion and sand sand casting and subsequent loss of property and
infrastructure leading to shrinkage of agriculture and other economic activities. An attempt is
also made to to understand increase in economic activities as well as enhanced community
benefits with the coming up of the project. The report has the estimates of Economic Internal
Rate of Returns (EIRRs) of the investment to be made of 30 year reference period. The
reference point is reached with the consideration of the point that the economic life of the
project is 30 years. The proposed investment has the components of civil work, resettlement
and land developments, consulting services including community awareness and livelihood
strengthening supports and equipment costs. The analysis takes into account expenses on
physical contingencies of the project.
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Monitoring of JLSGs under Chief Minister's Jeevan Jyoti Swaniyojan Yojana
Supported By: State Institute of Rural Development (SIRD)
Research Coordinator :Mr. Monjit Borthakur

The Chief Minister’s Jeevan Jyoti
Swaniyojan

Yojana

is

a

self

employment generation programme
of

Assam

Government.

It

was

launched in 2005. The objectives of
the programme is to provide financial
assistance to educated unemployed
youth by providing institutional credit
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supported by Government subsidy to
enable them to undertake income
generation activities for self employment. The Government of Assam has entrusted the State
Institute of Rural Development (SIRD) for proper implementation of the scheme. The SIRD
implemented the pro ject by creating Joint Liability Swabalambi Groups (JLSGs) with
unemployed youths.
Omeo Kumar Das Institute of Social Change and Development was requested by SIRD to
monitor the JLSGs in 25 districts of Assam viz. Baksa, Barpeta, Bongaigaon, Cacha,
Chirang, Darrang, Dhemaji, Dhubri, Dibrugarh, Goalpara, Golaghat, Hailakandi, Jorhat,
Kamrup, Kamrup (M), karbi-Anglong, Kokrajhar, Lakhimpur, Morigaon, Nagaon, Nalbari,
Sibsagar, Sonitpur, Tinsukia and Udalguri. Reports for all the districts have been submitted to
SIRD.

Programme Context Analyses in Assam, Meghalaya, Nagaland and Tripura
Supported by: UNICEF
Coordinator: Dr. Joydeep Baruah & Prof. Bhupen Sarmah

The study is conceived to provide the context analyses for programmatic interventions for the
next cycle of country programme for UNICEF in India with a special reference to the
Northeast India. The UNICEF in India works under a five year programme cycle, and the
current cycle will come to an end in 2017. The study, therefore, intends to highlight specific
issues related to child right and gender in the context of the North East India, which can be
brought under the overall priorities of the next cycle of programmatic intervention by
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UNICEF. The study is based on extensive review of data and literature along with a series of
consultations with relevant stakeholders – both government and non-government.
Consultations were held in Guwahati, Dibrugarh, Agartala, Kohima and Shillong. The study
reveals that while present focus on child survival including child undernutrition and child
mortality, child development including early childhood education and child protection need
to continue, it would be necessary to expand the areas of focus to include larger issues of
governance including effectiveness and efficiency of delivery of public services in the next
programme cycle. The study stresses upon the point that addressing the issues of governance
would be particularly important in the Northeast region, given the extremely diversified
institutional arrangements in the system and structure of governance in the region. The
primary recommendation of the study therefore entails, inter alia, to expand the UNICEF’s
intervention in the region. The programmatic expansion is envisaged in two distinct ways –
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first, increased engagement with the issues of child right and gender highlighted in the study
in other states besides Assam, and second to include cross cutting issues of governance
within the fold of programmatic intervention to enable better delivery of services affecting
the lives of children and women in general. The study, accordingly, highlights issues related
to enabling environment including policies and budget, gender and equity in the select states.

Supporting the CSR Endeavours of North Eastern Electric Power Cooperation
Sponsored By: NEEPCO
Coordinators: Mr. Monjit Borthakur & Mr. Akhay Jyoti Sarma

The Company’s Act, 2013 makes it mandatory for the companies to take up projects under
Corporate Social Responsibilities (CSR) and marks a new paradigm shift in the
understanding of CSR activities in India. According to Indian Institute of Corporate Affairs, a
minimum of 6,000 Indian companies will be required to undertake CSR projects in order to
comply with the provisions of the Companies Act, 2013. This regulatory measure has meant
that companies have to pursue their CSR activities more professionally. Taking this step of
the Government very seriously, the Omeo Kumar Das Institute of Social Change and
Development has decided to make a major plunge in providing support to Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) activities to some of the major Public Sector Units (PSU) in the
Northeast region. Preparation of Baseline survey and formulation of CSR projects for
Northeastern Electric Power Corporation Limited (NEEPCO) is one such major step. It also
includes documentation, monitoring and evaluation during its implementation. The Institute
has prepared the Baseline Surveys and Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) Projects for the
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period 2012-13 to 2016-17 for NEEPCO and is now supervising the implementation of its
CSR activities. The monitoring and evaluation for the year, 2015-16 has been completed by
the Institute and the draft report was submitted to NEEPCO. The monitoring and evaluation
report of this year focused on six broad areas of CSR intervention namely – Swach
Vidyalaya, Swach Bharat, Health, Education, Skill Development and Community
Development.

Ongoing Projects
Elementary education in Assam: For those in the margins
Supported: ICSSR
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Research Coordinator: Prof. Indranee Dutta
The study envisages probing the foundation of the educational pyramid of the country which
needs serious engagement, both understanding and dialoguing. Foundation here refers to two
things, firstly, the elementary education, which is the first step in educational hierarchy and
secondly, the elementary education that is being fed to those who are at the base of the
society - the poor and the marginalized. The concept of the poor and the marginalized in the
present study will include in addition to the SC, ST and minority population, people affected
by flood and erosion and conflict, people with locational disadvantage and such other regionspecific factors of marginalization of people.
The study has taken up the district of Lakhimpur in Assam as an experimental case and the
field work has already been completed.

Collective Violence in Western Assam: Causes, Accounts and the Consequences
Sponsored By: ICSSR
Study Team: Prof. Bhupen Sarmah, Dr. Indrani Sarma, Mr. Akshay Jyoti Sharma, Dr.
Uddipan Dutta
Violence spiraled into a major riot in July, 2012 in Western Assam purportedly between two
communities – the Bodos and the Muslims. The violence has raised some of the very
complex and delicate issues in Assam’s politics, mainly practicing models of autonomy in
ethnic lines, migration during the colonial and post-colonial period, the resultant
demographic transformation and the series of clashes between different communities of the
state in the last few decades. The event has turned uglier with the mass-exodus of thousands
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of blue-collared job-holders and students from the cities like Bengaluru, Chennai,
Coimbatore and Pune with rumours and hearsays of possible revenge attacks going viral in
the social media. This study has been envisaged to understand the historical context of the
Bodo Movement, the migration that affected the land relation, militarization of the society
and the immediate reasons of the spread of violence.
Besides the field survey, the study has already completed FGDs with large number of people
from the BTAD and conducted interviews with various political leaders and leaders of
various ethnic communities. A large number of documents have also been collected. The
draft report of the study is nearing completion.

Women and Economy in Assam: Liberalization and Women Accessibility to
Market
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Supported By: Ministry of Finance, Government of India
Study Team: Prof. Indranee Dutta, Dr. Saswati Choudhury, Dr. Joydeep Baruah
Globalisation and the new economic policy reform in India have showed positive as well as
negative impacts on women in general and rural women in particular. However, scope and
opportunities for integrating the local market with global order has regional variations and
women workers have been particularly disadvantaged in the process. This study delves into
the question of women as part of the economic and social space and how the unequal
distributions of household responsibilities between men and women affect the labour market
outcomes.
The study has completed the analysis of secondary data and also three chapters. The field
survey will be taken up later during the year.

Gender and Economics: The Place of Women in Assamese Society
Supported By: ICSSR
Study Team: Dr. Saswati Choudhury, Dr. Monimala Devi

The issue of gender in the context of contemporary Assam has to be understood and placed
within the process of its historical setting and evolution. However, gender issues have not
received adequate attention in the historiography of Assam. The study Gender and
Economics: The Place of Women in Assamese Society envisages situating Assamese women
within the economic structure of Assam both diachronically and synchronically.
The study has completed the first part which has looked into the question of gender in the
context of Assamese society beginning with ancient period to the British period. The second
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part of the study looks into the question of gender in the post independence period is nearing
completion.

State Society Interface: Autonomy and Governance in India’s North East
The research will cover all the North Eastern States (excluding Sikkim) and will be based on
ethnographic study of the local governing institutions. Here the governing institution implies
both the traditional system that has been practiced and the modern institutions of governance.
The study will focus on the administration of justice or justice delivery system in the society,
the continuity and the change in the post-Independence period. To be more focused, the
project will be narrowed down on field investigation by selecting at least two tribal
communities each from every state, which can represent the larger society as a whole. The
main objective of the research project is to comprehend the interface between the state and
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the society in the context of the present situation where duality exists in the governing
institutions – one that represent the state and other that continues the traditional institutions.
Thus, deep inquiries will be made on the nature of autonomy and governance on the
communities that come under the Sixth Schedule and the State Act. The final objective is to
comprehend the measures necessary for the eradication of the impediments and constraints
caused by the hitherto existing traditional institutions and justice delivery system and nature
of the legal infrastructure required for operations of the regulatory state. Therefore, the study
will involve extensive field work, based on interviews, records, consultative workshops,
supported by literature review on secondary data and if require archival sources, identify
court cases, and collection of local knowledge from different angles.

Attempting at Social Inclusion through Constitutional Amendments: Efficacy of
73rd and 74th Amendments in the Context of India’s North East
Supported By: ICSSR
Study Team: Prof. Bhupen Sarmah, Dr. Joydeep Baruah, Dr. Arunima Deka

The Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs) after the 73rd Constitutional Amendments brought in
several measures to overcome past indignities related to the caste or creed and provided
reservation within the seats and offices of the Panchayat. Though the caste hierarchy and
rigidity is rather lax in Assam, domination of the Upper Castes in the PRIs cannot be ruled
out completely. Moreover, identity based exclusion of the marginalized groups and minorities
may occur in the system as there is a lack of ethnic cohesion among the people. The Institute
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has taken up this study in the two states, Assam and Tripura, to understand and analyze the
diverse forms of social hierarchy and its relation to social exclusion.
The study has completed the field survey in the two states besides conducting a number of
Focus Group Discussions with the members of the Panchayat in the two states.

Life, Livelihood and Exclusion: The Char Dwellers in the Brahmaputra Valley of
Assam
Coordinator: Dr. Rikil Chyrmang

In terms of demography, Assam has the second largest concentration of Muslim population in
India. But in this generalised statement the diversities, schism and contradiction within this
minority population group in the state is often missed. As a result, the economic and social
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issues confronting certain sections within the Muslims in the State are glossed aside which
not only hampers their socio-economic development but also limits the development
discourse in the state in particular and the Northeast region in general. This project seeks to
deal with one such population group within the minorities, i.e. the char dwellers of Assam.
The history of migration and settlement of this ‘people’ are over a century old. But what has
transpired in the lives and livelihood of this people is seldom an agenda of research in the
region. The project wants to discuss about the life and livelihood, struggle and adaptation,
exclusion and nationality formation of Char dwellers in the Brahmaputra valley of Assam.
Chars or the river islands of the river Brahmaputra and its tributaries have been under large
scale anthropogenic intervention since the beginning of 20th century during the British rule.
These people hailing from densely populated districts of erstwhile East Bengal (presently
Bangladesh) were encouraged and facilitated by the British administration to migrate, settle
and put under the plough the abundantly available ‘ wastelands’ of Assam. Since then it has
been over a hundred years now but there is a lack of any comprehensive study on the
economic and social issues the lives of these people except for a few and piece meal ones.
This study proposes to fill this research gap with field level and secondary interventions.

Ethnic Identity, Regionalism and Coalition Politics in India’s North East
Coordinator: Dr. Arunima Deka

The study “Ethnic Identity, Regionalism and Coalition Politics in India’s North East” is an
exercise to understand the complex trajectory of state formation in the Northeast India. It
attempts at critically comprehend the tensions inherent in the centralizing and decentralizing
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tendencies of the state imposed upon by a neo-liberal regime of good governance and its
paranoia of internal security. Northeast India because of its critical politico spatial location
provides a ground to both problematize and theorize the changing nature of Indian politics. It
also attempts to capture the political changes both at procedural and substantive levels, and
address the issue of identity politics. The study would try to understand as to where do the
discourse of democracy and development figure in the political exigencies of the region. It
would also try to comprehend a plethora of issues like the dynamics of how the hegemony of
the centralist political parties, especially Congress got contested by the identity movements of
the region, to understand how the regional political parties’ attempt to address the identity
based as well development issues after capturing power in their respective states and to
understand as to why coalition politics has turned into a reality for the region despite strong
undercurrent of regionalism. Most importantly, the study envisages to understand as to why
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regional political parties are regarded as essential to the psyche of existence of peripheral
democracies.

ICSSR Post Doctoral Fellowship: Understanding Subjectivity: A Cultural Study
of Assam and Thailand
Recipient: Manash Jyoti Deka
Supervisor: Prof. Bhupen Sarmah

The study attempts at founding a dialectic between two cultural texts – texts which comprise
of historicisatization of events as contents and theorization of those contents as forms. What
comes out as an inevitable result is an understanding of subjectivity. As such, the dialectic
proposed must work at many levels before reaching its final goal of understanding the
subjectivity of the people – in a dialogical field where Assam as a representative of Northeast
India negotiates with Thailand the flag-bearer of Southeast Asia. However, it has been
acknowledged that this inter-level encounter must be based upon a prior intra-cultural
dialectic – subject as an individual struggling with the hegemony of the local culture.
Therefore, what does not come into the picture but what is an imperative force lurking
outside the cultural confrontations is the gigantic symbol of capitalist structure which tends to
sweep through the aesthetic of every indigenous small culture. So, dialectic imagination
cannot escape the possibility of yet another dialectic – how cultural subjectivity makes a truce
with the global capitalist symbol. The political equation of a Look East Policy of India and a
Look West Policy of Thailand is surpassed by a more intensive understanding of cultural
underpinnings that works as variables balancing the equation. A subject affects a culture and
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culture in turn affects a subject to act and react. So the proposed study tries make a
philosophical intervention to understand the cultural subjectivity developed in Assam and
Thailand through psychoanalytic lenses and it would be done with micro-level case studies.

Land as Private Property: Changing Patterns of Land Relations in the Tribal
Societies of the Northeast India
Supported By: ICSSR
Study Team: Prof. Bhupen Sarmah, Dr. Gorky Chakrabarty, Dr. Asok Kumar Ray

A major concern of the social scientists of North-East India has been the privatization of
community lands of the tribal and indigenous communities. Historically, communities
owning land resource was a norm. During the colonial period this right was protected to a
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large extent. After Independence, there was a protective regime guaranteed by the
Constitution to safeguard the tribal land. But it has been observed that there have been
violations and infringement of tribal land over the years. This study seeks to look at the
changing patterns of land relations in the tribal societies of North-East India.

For this important project, the Institute has collaborated with scholars from the Institute of
Development Studies (IDSK, Kolkata), North East Hill University (NEHU) and Mizoram
University and individual scholars from Nagaland, Manipur and Arunachal Pradesh. The first
draft of the study is under progress.

Collaborations and network with other agencies
The Institute has collaborated and undertaken joint research studies with many national and
international institutions of repute. The studies that are going on in joint collaborations are:

Making Women Count for Peace: Gender Empowerment and Conflict in South
Asia
Supported By: Research Council, Norway
Study Team: Prof. Bhupen Sarmah, Dr. Arunima Deka

With a focus on Northeast Indian experiences and a comparative look at Nepal, this research
study addresses the role of women in local governance and politics, particularly in the context
of peace and security processes. The aim of this study is to investigate the ‘empowerment’
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and ‘disempowerment’ of women in the context of North East India as a case of protracted
conflict with no third party mediation and to compare this with Nepal as a post-conflict case
in which international agencies have been heavily involved.Funded by Research Council of
Norway the Institute is currently working in partnership with Peace Research Institute Oslo
(PRIO), for this research work. The first draft of the paper on the Northeast India has already
been submitted.

Imagined Sovereignties: Frontiers of Statehood and Globalization
Supported By: Research Council, Norway
Study Team: Prof. Bhupen sarmah, Mr. Uttam Bathari

The work investigates how sovereignty is perceived and debated by stakeholders and
contestants in on-going sovereignty contestations taking place in culturally diverse and
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historically unique settings. In order to explore the multiple ways in which sovereign futures
are currently imagined, three cases under study are: statehood contestations on the divided
island of Cyprus, the Basque movement for self-determination, and Northeast Indian
separatist and autonomy movements. Each case exemplifies a particular issue in current
debates on the meaning of sovereignty: statehood, nationhood and indigeneity.
The Institute is collaborating with PRIO in this major research work Imagined Sovereignties:
Frontiers of Statehood and Globalization. This study is also been funded by Research
Council of Norway. The first draft of the report has already been submitted.

Regional Cost Benefit Analysis of Ronganadi Hydro Electric Project (RHEP);
Projected Estimation of CBA for Lower Subansiri Hydro Electric Project
(LSHEP)
Consultant: Mr. Tasaduk Ariful Hussain

The Northeastern region of India has been found to have the potentiality of producing 63,257
MW of hydropower by a survey conducted by Central Electricity Autothority in 2010. Such
high projection has increased the importance of the region and is considered as a future
power house of the country. Keeping in the line of this projection, 11 large hydropower
projects, each with more than 25MW capacity is at present operating in the 6 states of the
northeastern region with total installed capacity of 1,6686 MW. However, the proposed dams
have come under severe criticism on the grounds of inequitable benefit distribution,
downstream displacement, loss of cultural heritage, disruption of community networks, loss
of unique biodiversity, sloppy Environmental Impact Assessment etc. So, it is important to
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understand the cost-benefit ratio of the existing and operating hydropower projects of the
region to assess its viability for further expansion of hydropower potentialities. The study
proposes to study an operative hydropower project in terms of its cost-benefit ratio under a
definite ecosystem and estimate the cost-benefit ratio of another hydropower project under
the same ecosystem. The rationale of the study is based upon the realization that no dam in
the world could be an exact replica of another, even under the same or similar ecosystem.
Various factors including geographic condition, technological advancement, diversity of
implementing agency etc have influenced each hydropower project. Each hydropower project
is unique and must not be an imitation another. Ronganadi Hydro Electric Project (RHEP)
could be considered as the sample of operating hydropower project to understand the status
cost benefit ratio and the inferences drawn from this estimation could be judicially and
realistically used to develop a cost-benefit model for Lower Subansiri Hydro Electric Project
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situated almost in the same ecosystem.

Effects of Violent Displacement: Study of Women in Conflict Zones in Bodoland
Territorial Area Districts (BTAD) Areas of Assam (2008-12)
Supported By: ICSSR
Coordinators: Dr. Aparna Bhattacharyya (Project Director)
Dr. Sakira Sahin (Co- Project Director)

Funded by ICSSR, this project was transferred to the Institute in August, 2014 from Gauhati
University. The project plans to study the effects of displacement on women in conflictridden areas of BTAD. It envisages to look at the psychological conditions of the displaced
women after conflict, to understand the vulnerabilities in the social lives of women victims,
to gauge the economic impact of conflict on the lives of displaced women, to help
incorporation of women in the peace process, to comprehend the effect of repeated violence
on the everyday life of women and to present the narratives that emerge from the violence. It
is envisioned that the finding of the study would be helpful for policy making and can be
used fruitfully, for active intervention in times of crisis.
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Lectures at the Institute
Lecture on Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism in India:
Dr. Gary LaFree, Professor of Criminology and
Criminal Justice at the University of Maryland,
United States delivered a lecture on “Terrorism
and Responses to Terrorism in India” on April
22, 2015 at the Institute's Conference Hall. In
his presentation, he gave a detailed account of
his institute’s effort in mapping and providing
information on terrorism across the globe since
1970s. The reason behind choosing 1970s is that it was around this time that the television
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broadcasting got started and people got more aware of terrorism. Then he focussed his
attention to India and gave a statistical account of terrorism related incidents year wise. He
tried characterising different forms of terrorism in the country and put a special emphasis
upon the terrorism related activities in the Northeast India. The Presentation was followed by
interaction with the speaker. Important personalities present in the lecture include, Anirban
Roy of British Deputy High Commission, Kolkata, Rajib Handique, Department of History,
Gauhati University, R. Chandranathan, ADGP, Assam Police, Jaideep Saikia, renowned
Security Analyst, Samuel Ghosh from the U.S. Consulate Kolkata apart from faculty
members of the Institute and few researchers from different institutions of Assam.

Special Lecture on “Development and Ethnicity: Discursive Implications”
Keeping in sync with the workshop on
rethinking development in the North East India,
a special lecture was organised by the Institute.
Noted social scientist Prof. Rajan Gurukkal
delivered

the

“Development

lecture
and

on

Ethnicity:

the

theme

Discursive

Implications”. In the lecture, he adopted the
discourse as a methodological implement to
understand development as a phenomenon. According to him, although there are multiple
definitions, development actually means expansion of the capitalist economy that aims at
maximization of profit. In his lecture, he provided a critique of WW Rostow’s non-
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Communist Manifesto. He also underlined the cultural and linguistic strategies of capitalist
development to camouflage exploitation and legitimise unequal power relations. He
elaborated upon the fact how the local actors use different developmental discourses in
practice. Through discourse analysis, he had shown the systematic ways in which developed
countries have been able to represent and control the developing countries politically,
economically, sociologically and culturally. He showed how development discourse has
constituted the community perceptions about themselves and even extra-economic factors
like food habits, architecture of dwellings, costumes and other cultural practices had come to
define development. Afro-Asian countries became branded as the poor and underdeveloped
although they were self-sufficient in their own ways until the development discourse
evaluated them on the basis of the standards set by the West. He also narrated antidevelopment struggles of the people under threats of displacement, relocation, habitat
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destruction, livelihood loss etc and how they have successfully led mass struggles against the
state that facilitates the industry. As an alternative to this development paradigm, he finds an
alternative in the Marxist understanding of commune and Gandhi’s gram swaraj. According
to him both these conceptual categories underline the people centred and participatory
development.

Special Lecture on Srimanta Sankardeva
Prof. Baniprasanna Misra, an erudite scholar
per excellence delivered a thought provoking
lecture

on

“Deprovincialising

Srimanta

Sankardeva” at Omeo Kumar Das Institute of
Social Change and Development on August
7, 2015. He gave a detailed account of how
Sankardeva has been studied by the scholars
and showed how there are contradictory
depictions in the source materials and the
problems of accepting the dates of the life
events of the Saint. While describing the
uniqueness of Sankardeva’s faith, he showed
how Sankardeva’s understanding of Bhakti cannot be equated with other Vaishnava saints of
his time or his predecessors. According to him, this had contributed to the provincialisation of
Sankardeva within the confines of tini rajya, that is, the then existing three separate but
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contiguous states of Assam, Kamarupa and Cooch Behar as it is called in the contemporary
records of those days. He described the other reasons of provincialisation of Srimanta
Sankardeva like non-centralised nature of Sankardeva’s religious order and absence of a
reasonably well documented chronicle and narrative of his life. In the course of his lecture, he
described the circumstances under which Srimanta Sankardeva got invoked as the icon of
Assamese identify particularly during the second decade of the twentieth century and ever
since the saint and the Assamese nationalism became inseparable from one another and all for
very valid reasons. According to him, the use of Sankardeva for consolidating the claims of
Assamese identity in the socio-political sphere contributed to the further provincialisation of
Sankardeva. In his opinion, time has come to break the shackle of the confines of the
provincialisation of this great religious leader. He, however also cautioned against the politics
of deprovincialisation of Sankardeva by putting him within the “Great Tradition” of India by
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attributing to him a pan-Indian identity. So, Prof. Misra suggested a dispassionate scholarly
investigation of the life and work of Srimanta Sankardeva sans speculation, equivocation and
invocation to supernatural. The lecture was followed by an exhilarating discussion.
Participating, Prof. Rajen Saikia congratulated Prof. Misra for his painstaking endeavour. He
also cautioned the perils of a historian, when the matter of investigation is highly emotive.
Prof. Tilottoma Misra discussed the fluidity of literary culture in the pre-modern times which
got fixed only with the coming of the modernity and the modern understanding of
nationalism. Prof. Udayon Misra also raised issues of Assamese identity which is inalienably
attached to Sankardeva and his religious teaching.

Workshop/ Training Programme
Capacity Building Workshop on Social Science Research at Aizawl:
The Institute organised a Capacity Building Workshop on Social Science Research in
collaboration with Government Aizawl West College during 26-29 May, 2015. The
workshop was held at the Tourist Lodge, Chaltlang, Aizawl, Mizoram. Prof. Bhupen Sarmah,
the director of the Institute and Dr. Joydeep Baruah, Associate Professor of the Institute were
the resource persons who provided insights on the methods of social science research. Dr.
Samuel VL Thlanga, Dept of History, Government Aizawl West College was the convenor
and Dr. Joseph K. Lalfakzuala, Assistant Professor of the Institute was the co-convenor. Dr.
Laitluanga, Principal, Government Aizawl West College made a brief introduction on the
history of the college and appreciated the initiative taken by OKDISCD in organising such
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workshop. The workshop was formally inaugurated by Dr. Lalchungnunga, Chairman,
Mizoram Board of School Education. Though, initially the workshop proposed to
accommodate only 25 participants, due to the pressure from the participants, it was
compelled to accommodate 33 participants. The participants were mostly research scholars
and teachers from various colleges. Though the majority of the participants were from
Aizawl, the workshop was also attended from Saiha College, Saiha (Mara Autonomous
District), Kamala Nagar College, Chawngte (Chakma Autonomous District), Lawngtlai
College (Lai Autonomous District), Hnahthial College (Hnanthial District) and J. Buana
College, Lunglei. There were overall 11 (eleven) classes during the three and half days of
workshop. On the last day, a panel discussion on ‘Issues of Social Science’ was conducted
where various questions had been raised by the participants on various topics which were
addressed by the Resource Persons. Dr. C. Vanlalramsanga IES, Secretary, Planning &
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Programme Implementation Deptt. etc., Government of Mizoram was the chief guest of
valediction ceremony.

Workshop cum Discussion on Working Draft on Prevention of and Protection
from Witch Hunting Bill, 2015 at J.B. College
A discussion was held on the Prevention of and Protection from Witch Hunting Bill, 2015 at
J.B. College on 5th June, 2015. This was a follow-up of the discussion held at the Institute on
the same theme two days earlier. It was a collaborative activity between J.B. College and
OKDISCD. A number of concerned individuals, including activists working on in the field,
academicians, lawyers and students took part in the discussion. Several prominent members
contributed to the discussion leading to a better understanding of the implication of the Bill,
which enabled the Institute to put forward suggestions for substantial modification to the Bill
to the Government of Assam. Broadly, the discussion centred on the definitional issues,
nature of punishment, investigation, trial and compensation, and the nature of special
provisions etc. The group debated on who should be regarded as an abettor or accomplice;
should we include the term ‘witch doctor’ as it figures in the draft Bill?; whether we should
refer to ‘witch craft’ as something supposedly followed as in reality it does not exist etc.
Several legal issues such as the term of punishment, i.e., length of time the convict to be
confined in jail, which has an implication for the role of the police was discussed; whether
the trials should be made in the Special Court or District Session Court;

what are

implications of different sections of CrPCs to the cases registered under this Act and what
proactive measures to be taken for mitigation of the situation of the victims of these crimes
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and how they can be prevented etc. were discussed very seriously by the members. This was
a truly a multidisciplinary exercise, valuable inputs coming from different background
experiences of the participants.

Among some of the prominent individuals who took part in the discussion were, Smti. Binita
Dutta, former Principal, Post Graduate Teacher Training College, Jorhat, Shri Ajay Das,
Principal, Jorhat Law College, Dr. Bimal Barah, Principal J.B. College, Dr. Pranab Jyoti
Saikia, Curator, Jorhat Museum, Advocate Rintu Goswami, Shri Kkundan Hazarika, Jukti
Bikash Samiti, Ms. Bondita Acharya representing Women in Governance, Ms. Mridula
Kalita, Dr. Bolin Hazarika from the department of Political Science, J.B. College and his
colleagues, who were very active in organizing the discussion, besides giving their valuable
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inputs and students from different departments of the college.

Capacity Development programme for young faculty in social sciences
A Capacity Development Programme for young
faculty in social sciences was organised by the
Institute from 20th July to 2nd August, 2015.
The

fourteen

days’

programme

saw

the

participation of 25 faculty members drawn from
various educational institutions of Northeast
India. The programme was inaugurated by Prof.
Indranee Dutta who gave a vignette of the
Institute and its commitment towards the promotion of social science research. She also
introduced the theme of the programme and elaborated upon what the participants could
expect from the workshop. Prof. Saundarjya Borbora problematised the issue of social
science research and explained how interdisciplinary approaches can be adopted to
understand social realities. The other panellist Dr. Binayak Dutta also spoke about the
methods of doing social science research. He also gave examples from his own discipline –
history. Apart from the faculty of the Institute who took extensive classes on different
methodologies of research, there were resource persons from other institutions who shared
their knowledge with the participants. Prof. B.P. Mishra gave lectures on the philosophical
foundation of social science. Prof. Indrani Mazumdar gave lectures on gender and society. An
interesting session of the workshop was the panel discussion on literature and society. Prof.
Tilottoma Mishra, Prof. Sukalpa Bhattacharjee and Dr. Dwijen Sharma talked on this
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complex issue and made available to the participants the diverse post modern trends of
writing social realities through the analysis of literature. Individual attention was given to
each participant by ways of listening to each one’s proposed topic and providing valuable
input.

Workshop on Status of Women’s Studies in Northeast India
Omeo Kumar Das Institute of Social
Change

and

(OKDISCD),
collaboration

Development
Guwahati

with

in

Chandraprabha

Saikiani Centre for women’s studies,
Tezpur University organised a two-
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day workshop on Status of Women’s
Studies in Northeast India at Tezpur
University on 26th and 27th November, 2015. The Vice Chancellor of Tezpur University, Prof
Mihir Kanti Chaudhuri graced the occasion and welcomed the gathering. Prof. Indrani
Mazumdar, Centre for Womens’ Development Studies, Delhi delivered the inaugural lecture.
The director of OKDISCD while highlighting the objectives of the workshop emphasised
upon identifying research priorities and areas for the newly established centres for women’s
studies in this region. The workshop also stressed upon the need for interventions to be made
by State Women Commissions and other civil societies to deal more effectively with the
women’s issues. The discussants agreed that the issues and problems of women of this region
needed to be considered within the context of its own regional specificity and historicity. The
participants also discussed the institutionalisation of women’s studies as a discipline and the
new vistas it opens to discuss women’s issues in a multidimensional framework. The
workshop saw the participation of scholars, activists and representatives of State Women
Commissions of different states of Northeast India. In the workshop, there was a near
consensus that the much glorified idea of gender equity in Northeast India is rather a myth
which needs to be dispelled with academic vigour. It also highlighted the need for the
coalescence of activism, scholarship and bureaucratic intervention to deal with the women’s
issues concerning this region. Finally, it ended with the formation of a steering committee in
the line of Indian Association for Women’s Studies with OKDISCD as the nodal agency for
future coordination.
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Capacity Building Programme for Research Scholars at Kohima College
A three-day capacity building programme was
organized by the Institute in collaboration with
Kohima College at Kohima on February 23-25,
2016. Prof. N. Venuh from the Department of
History and Archeology, Nagaland University
graced the occasion. In his address, Prof. Venuh
stressed upon the usefulness of such programmes
and exhorted the young scholars to look at the
society and polity with a new outlook. He
encouraged the scholars to engage in their research
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works with a positive outlook. He also told the
scholars to remain truthful in their works so that
they do not represent a misleading and misguided
history. Speaking on the occasion, Prof. Bhupen Sarma, Director of the Institute gave a short
introduction of the programme and explained its purpose. He said that the primary objective
of the programme was to promote social science and its concerns in the region. In this regard,
he urged the scholars to explore new avenues and start working on topics related to myriad
diversity of the region. During the course of his lecture, he gave a critical understanding of
the Northeast India with a focus on its history and polity in the colonial and post-colonial
period. A panel discussion was held as part of the programme on the theme “Regional
Politics with Special Reference to Nagaland”. It was attended by K. Purno, Former
Chairman, Nagaland Public Service Commission, Prof. N. Venuh, department of History and
Archeology, Nagaland University and C. Apok Jamir, Parliamentary Secretary for Tourism as
panelists. Second panel discussion on “Locating Gender in North East India” took place with
Sano Vamuzo, former Chairperson, Nagaland State Women’s Commission, Dr. Rosemary
Dzuvichu, Associate Professor, Department of English, Nagaland University, Mezivolu T.
Theriah, Chief Judicial Magistrate, Kohima and Dr. I. Anugla Aier, Principal, Kohima
Science College, Jotsoma as panelists. Third Panel Discussion was on “Traditional
Institutions, Land Distribution and Ownership”. It was attended by Thepfulhouv Solo, retired
Principal Secretary, Department of Forest Environment, Ecology and Wildlife, Takamasa,
senior advocate and Prof. A. Lanunungsang Ao, former Pro-Vice Chancellor, Nagaland
University and kethosituo, SDO (C), Kohima Sadar. The fourth panel discussion was on the
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theme “Future Imperatives for Research in North East India”. The Panelist included Dr.
Arunima Deka and Dr. Joseph K Lalphukzwala. Around fifty research scholars participated
in the workshop.

Conferences and Seminars
Conference on Rethinking Development: Challenges in Northeast India
A two days Conference on Rethinking
Development: Challenges in Northeast India
was jointly organised by the Institute and
North

East

India

Studies

Programme,

Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi on
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July 30-31, 2015. After the introduction of the
broader

theme

and

framework

of

the

Conference by the Director of OKDISCD,
Prof. Atul Sood explained the reason for choosing this particular theme of the Conference.
The inaugural speech was delivered by Prof. Hiren Gohain. In his lecture, he dwelt upon the
new economic policy of the government and the agricultural crisis in the rural India. Then he
talked about the travails of Northeast India in the post colonial period in spite of being rich in
the natural resources. The conference saw the presentation of scholars from both Northeast
India working or studying in various educational institutions of the region as well as the
scholars from JNU. Notable among the presenters were Prasenjit Biswas, Joydeep Baruah,
Deepak Mishra, Gorky Chakroborty, G. Amajit Sharma, Jagannath Ambugudia, Nandita
Saikia, Felix Padel, Bhagat Oinam, M P Bezbaruah, Deigracia Nongkynrih and Malem
Ningthouja. The workshop dealt with the issues related to theoretical understanding of the
North East India and its development discourse, policy intervention, development
experiences of the constituent states and ethnicity related issues pertaining to development of
the region.
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Seminar on Look (Act) East Policy in OKD Institute of Social Change and
Development
A two day international conference on
Look (Act) East Policy and North East
India was organized in collaboration with
North Eastern Council, Shillong and
Planning and Development Department,
Government of Assam in the Seminar Hall
of Omeo Kumar Das Institute of Social
Change

and

Development

on

25-26

September, 2015. The inaugural session was chaired by the Director of the Institute and was
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attended by Shri C.K. Das, IAS (Retd) Member, NEC and Shri K.V. Eapen, IAS, Additional
Chief Secretary, P& D, Govt of Assam.

In his key note address, Prof. Atul Sarma, the

Chairman of the Institute, exhorted the policy makers to bring Northeast India central to Look
East Policy framework. He said that Look East Policy is very important because with its
promulgation, the Government of India developed for the first time a roadmap for economic
integration of the region with the rest of India and Southeast Asia. He flagged off certain
preconditions in order to develop Northeast India as central to Look (Act) East Policy, viz.
developing a unified market for all Northeastern states, making the region a hub for
production of goods and developing infrastructure of the region particularly its road
connectivity. There were five technical sessions in the conference focusing upon the issues
like the achievement of Look East Policy so far, the issues of connectivity, trade and
investment, India’s other multilateral engagements and its relations vis-à-vis Look East
Policy and the challenges and opportunities in building strategic partnerships keeping North
East India in focus.
The conference saw the participation of distinguished academicians and policy experts from
different institutions of South and South East Asia like Shri Dago Tshering, former
Ambassador of Bhutan to India, Dr. Walter Fernandez, Animation and Research Centre,
Yangon, Myanmar, Dr. Piti Srisangnam, Chulalongkorn University, Thailand and Dr.
Shankaran Nambiar, Malaysian Institute of Economic Research. It also saw a host of
participation of distinguished academicians like Prof. Atul Sarma, Prof. A.C. Bhagabati, Prof.
Mahendra Lama, Prof. Swaran Singh, Prof. Madhurjya Prasad Bezbaruah, Dr. Prasenjit
Biswas, Dr. Rakhee Bhattacharya, Dr. Munmun Mazumdar, Dr. Ashis Nath, Dr. Thongkholal
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Haokip, policy framers and bureaucrats like Shri C.K. Das, IAS (Retd), Sri K.V. Eapen, IAS,
Shri H.N. Das, IAS, Shri Madan Prasad Bezbaruah, IAS (Retd) and Amb. Sudhir Devare, IFS
(Retd) and journalists from the region namely Shri Rajib Bhattacharya, Sri Mrinal Talukdar
and Shri Samudragupta Kashayap and Shri Atul Aneja, China Correspondent, The Hindu. A
plethora of suggestions and recommendations were made during the course of the conference
and it was decided that all of them would be incorporated in a thematic policy brief to be
brought out by the Institute soon. The Chairman of the Institute also anticipated that this
would materialize into action plan in the coming years. The Institute would soon take up
research agenda in this respect, in collaboration with institutes from across the region.

International conference on Multitude and Democracy: Experiences from
Northeast India and Myanmar
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The Institute in collaboration with Peace
Research Institute Oslo (PRIO), Norway
has organized an international conference
on Multitude and Democracy: Experiences
from Northeast India and Myanmar on 19th
- 20th February, 2016. The keynote was
delivered by Prof. Sanjib Baruah of Bard
College, New York on February 19, 2016.
In his address, he floated the idea of ‘shared sovereignty’. He draws his idea from the draft
framework agreement for peace in ‘Nagalim’ announced in August 2015. According to Prof.
Baruah, though detail has not been divulged yet, from all indications it appears ‘shared
sovereignty’ or ‘some version of it’ would appear in the final peace agreement. In his
presentation, he brought forth the issue of how sovereignty akin to that of the State has
already been exercised by the insurgent groups particularly NSCN (IM). He also incorporated
in his theoretical framework the insights drawn from Indian state’s engagement in North East
India. According to him, Indian State is not in direct confrontation with NSCN (IM) for a
monopoly of the legitimate use of violence, a trademark of sovereignty in Weber’s use of the
term. Rather, its existence in the region is porous and unstable in the region. The next day
saw the presentation of different scholars coming from different intuitions across the globe.
There were total three sessions that encapsulated the presentations organized around three
themes namely: “Theorising Multitude and Democracy”, “Women’s Empowerment,
Multitude and Democracy”, and “Experiences from Northeast India and Mynamar. The
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conference

saw the participation of scholars from different international academic

institutions like London School of Economics, UK; University of Kent, UK; University of the
Basque Country, Spain; Stockholm University, Sweden; School of Oriental and African
Studies, UK; University of London, UK; University of Ghent, Belgium and Mahidol
University, Thailand. It also saw the participation of scholars from various reputed national
academic institutions like National Institute of Advanced Studies and Jawaharlal Nehru
University apart from the participants of the host institutions. A host of theoretical issues
were raised around the issue of sovereignty, particularly around the social, the cultural and
the political dimensions of it. An important topic of the conference was the woven around
women rebels and their roles in peace building in the situation of conflict in Northeast India.
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OKD Dialogue
OKD Dialogue, June: Discussion on the Working Draft on Prevention of and
Protection from Witch Hunting Bill
The monthly discussion of Omeo Kumar Das Institute of Social Change and Development
was held on June 3, 2015 at 2.30 pm at the Conference Hall of the Institute. That month’s
issue of discussion was Practices of Witch Hunting in Assam. The special focus was to
discuss the 'Working Draft on Prevention of and Protection from Witch Hunting Bill' which
is proposed by Govt of Assam to enact a law to prevent this social evil. A host of important
people from different walks of the society participated in the workshop that include Shyamal
Prasad Saikia, Superintendent of Police, Vigilance and Anti-Corruption, Govt of Assam, Dr.
Sitanath Lahkar, noted cultural activist, Dr. Manjit Kumar Mazumdar, Department of
Geology Pragjyotish College, Anjali Daimari, Department of English, Gauhati University,
Junu Bora, editor, Jonaki Baat and noted activist, Prof. Udayon Misra, distinguished
academician, Prof Tilottoma Misra, academician and renowned novelist, Debajit Goswami of
SCORPION, an NGO and Prof. Atul Sarma, Chairman of the Institute apart from the faculty
members of the Institute. The discussion was started by Sitanath Lahkar who has been
involved with the issue for quite a long time. He told the audience that he was in the process
of making a film on this issue. He charted out three key factors contributing to this social evil
– general backwardness of the communities, a newly emerging rich class within these
communities and its greed for property and most importantly, the deep seated believe in
magic and occult practices. He emphasised upon the fact that there are many educated people
who also believe in such practices. The greed for the property was also emphasized by him as
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a major cause for identifying a woman as a witch and subjecting her to inhuman torture. It
has been found according to him that a widow with some property is often the victim. Her
kith and kin often conspire to identify her as a witch so that they can grab her property. He
also stressed on putting some punitive measures like collective fine upon the entire village
where incidents of witch hunting take place. After him, Prof. Indranee Dutta made her
observations on the issue. She put her view that the proposed Act must also bring to its
perimeter the ability to punish people who claim to provide magical cure. She also expressed
her concern over the constant airing of advertisements of such tantric in the local television
channels of the state. Everybody agreed with her. Junu Bora narrated her experience of
working with the victims. She also reiterated that superstition is very high among the
educated section of the communities that render the task of prevent the incidents of witch
hunting very onerous and difficult and therein lies the importance of the proposed bill. Mr.
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Shyamal Prasad Saikia narrated his tryst with the practice of witch hunting as a police officer
working in Goalpara. As a Superintendent of Police of the district, he took special measures
to prevent this social evil. He took a personal interest of it and visited the victim families. He
also incorporated the support of Birubala Rabha who has been working relentlessly against
this evil for a long time. He also shared with the audience the difficulties of the police in
bringing to book the people responsible for the perpetration of the crimes related to witch
hunting. After carefully listening to all the speakers, the Director proceeded to do an in-depth
analysis of the proposed draft of the bill. It was revealed by Prof. Indranee Dutta that the
Government of Assam has asked for suggestion of the Institute in preparing a draft of the bill
and the Dialogue would be a part of this exercise. Another workshop has also been organised
in Jorhat to get more suggestions on the draft, she added. A clause-wise analysis of the draft
proposed bill was done by all the participants in the Dialogue. All the suggestions were
debated upon and incorporated. After the end of the Dialogue, it was decided upon that all the
suggestions and modifications would be circulated to all the participants.

OKD DIALOGUE, November
OKD Dialogue, the monthly discussion forum of the Institute saw the presentation of Raj
Kumar Thakur, a doctoral student of Jawaharlal Nehru University on the theme Excise and
Drink: Alcohol in Tea Gardens of Assam (1870-1950). Through his presentation, he engaged
with the story of the introduction of alcohol in tea gardens of Assam. He located the ways
through which alcohol in corked bottles which was also called a ‘modern drink’ found a
market in tea gardens, the means through which it created a taste for this new drink and also
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explored the fate of the earlier forms of drink like haria, pachwai, laopani, mod etc. It
particularly explored the role of colonial state in uncovering the layers of power relations
which is evident from the tussle between the planters and the Excise department. Through his
narrative of alcohol, he veered away from the earlier ‘linear’ narratives of the labour history,
where the state has been shown as subservient to the interest of the planters, which bowed
and bent. Dr.Surjyasikha Pathak, Associate Professor, Assam University made her
intervention and exhorted the speaker to look at the issue through the spectrum of leisure. She
also advised the speaker to look at the act of drinking as a site of resistance. Prof. Indranee
Dutta described her field experience of working among the tea garden workers in the present
time. She expressed her opinion that alcohol is still used by the management to continue the
exploitation of the labourers. Prof. Bhupen Sarmah, director of the Institute on the other hand
pointed out the complicity of the tea management with the colonial government. Prof.
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Madhurjya Prasad Bezbaruah of Gauhati University also participated in the deliberation.

Inter- Institutional Visits
Faculty Visit to Bhutan
A team of Omeo Kumar Das Institute of Social Change and Development comprising of Prof.
Bhupen Sarmah, Dr. Joydeep Baruah and Mr. Akshay Jyoti Sarma visited Sherubtse College,
Royal Bhutan University on 11th and 12th May, 2015. The team had a discussion with the
Director, Dean of Research and other officials regarding possible areas of collaboration
between the two institutes. Sherubtse College is the oldest college of Bhutan and the pioneer
of education in the country. The meeting was successful and came out with a draft MoU
concerning few areas of possible collaboration in social science research.

Visit of Faculty Roundtable with US Congressional Staff Members
A team of US Congressional staff members visited the Institute on 28th August 2015 and had
a discussion with the staff regarding the opportunities and challenges of Assam and Northeast
India vis-à-vis Look East Policy. The team comprised of Michael Escalona, John Armiger,
Sourabh Sen, Jonathan Sarager, Janice V. Kaguyutan, Sajit Gandhi and Hunter McLane
Strupp. After Prof. Indranee Dutta of OKDISCD gave an introduction of the Institute and the
nature of work it does, Hunter McLane Strupp of the visiting team explained purpose of their
visit. Dr. Saswati Chowdhury of the Institute gave an overview of the Look East Policy and
the Northeast region’s engagement with it. She also informed that the Institute would be
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organizing an international conference on this topic in the next month. Akshay Jyoti Sarma
talked about the existing cross-border trade and economic possibilities of the region. Kalyan
Das on the other hand pointed out the problem of not having adequate road connectivity in
the region which impedes the movement of the people and goods. Dr. Joydeep Baruah talked
about the institutional diversity of the region with eight state governments, numerous local
self governing institutions and the overall problem of homogenizing the region. He also
pointed out an important facet of the Look East Policy – it is a venture of the Ministry of
External Affairs with strategic importance rather than a venture of the Ministry of Economic
Affairs. This makes a lot of difference and the policy must be looked in that perspective also.
Dr. Arunima Deka questioned the approach of the Look East Policy which has a rather topdown approach with little involvement of the people. There is not much discussion, according
to her on people’s perception of the Policy. After hours of brainstorming on the issue, the

Annual Report 2015-2016

discussion came to an end with the remarks of the Visiting Team. They expressed their
happiness over the discussion and told that they got a completely different perspective from
the Institute, radically different from other scholars in their previous discussions.

News from the Academic Staff of the Institute
Prof. Indranee Dutta
•

Acted as a Resource Person at the ‘Two day Workshop on syllabus framing on
Women’s Studies’, Centre for Women’s Studies, Dibrugarh University during 28th and
29th May, 2015.

•

Participated in the discussion on the ‘Working draft on Prevention of and Protection
from Witch Hunting Bill, 2015’ at J.B. College, Jorhat, on 5th June, 2015.

•

Acted as an appointed Speaker on the day long consultation on the ‘Working draft on
Prevention of and Protection from Witch Hunting Bill’ organized by the Home &
Political Department, Government of Assam on 16th June 2015 at NEDFi House,
Guwahati on 16th June, 2015.

•

Delivered a lecture on ‘Reflections for the New Education Policy under School
Education’ at the District Level Consultative Meeting on New Education Policy,
organized by SCERT, Assam on 30th June, 2015.
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•

Delivered four lectures in the ‘Capacity Building Programme for Young
Faculty in Social Sciences’ organized by OKDISCD during 20th July to 2nd
August, 2015.

•

Delivered a lecture on “Critical Pedagogy: Teaching for Freedom and
Transformation” at the Orientation Programme at UGC-Human Resource
Development Centre, Gauhati University on 7th September 2015.

•

Delivered a lecture on ‘Social Science Research-Quantitative and Qualitative-Some
philosophical issues’ on 10th October, at the 10 day Research Methodology course
held in the History dept in Assam University, Diphu Campus during 5th to 14th
October 2015

•

Submitted the report “Witch Hunting in Assam” to Assam Police on 23rd November,
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2015.
•

Delivered 3 lectures on ‘Qualitative Research’ on 9th December at Research
Methodology in Social Sciences held at the Institute of Tai Studies and Research,
Moranhat, Sibsagar, during December 7-16, 2015

Prof. Bhupen Sarmah
•

Presented the paper “ Sovereignty, Autonomy and the State: Politics of Periphery” at
the conference on International Union of Anthropological and Ethnological Sciences
(IUAES) Inter-congress, July 15 to 18, 2015, Thammasat University, Bangkok

•

Attended the 2015 PCC Annual Conference of the Project on “Imagined
Sovereignties: Frontiers of Statehood and Globalization” organized by PRIO at
Cyprus on 8-11 October, 2015.

•

Presented a paper “Understanding Northeast India Exception and Beyond” at the
conference Northeast India: Beyond Exception held at Jawaharlal University on 16-18
November, 2015.

Prof. Kalyan Das
•

Attended a Consultation on “Children and Women Affected by Violence in Assam”
organized by UNICEF and TISS, Guwahati on April 8, 2015

•

Delivered the Keynote Address “Provisioning and Regulations of Microfinance: Few
Issues” at the Seminar Micro-Finance in India: Issues and Challenges, organised by
Mankachar College, during 25-26 April, 2015
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•

Attended the selection process of Ph.D. candidates (Economics) of K K Handique
State Open University as Evaluator on, April 24, 2015.

•

Attended a Seminar on Culture, Society and Economy of the Sawra Community at
Pathalibam Tea Estate, Moran on May 8, 2015.

•

Attended a one-day Workshop as a Resource Person to address the queries on
Methods of Research in Social Science Research at Bikali College, Dhupdhara on
May 27, 2015

•

Worked as an External examiner for evaluation of an M.Phil. dissertation- ‘Migration
of Rural Youth and Employment in India’, at Tata Institute of Social Sciences,
Guwahati, on June 2, 2015

•

Worked as External examiner for evaluation of MA sociology dissertations of
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Department of Sociology and Social Work, University of Science and Technology,
Meghalaya, June 25, 2015.
•

Attended the Governing Body Meeting of State Resource Centre, Assam on July 3,
2015

•

Conducted two sessions on Understanding Community Vulnerability and Capacity to
Respond to Climate Changes and The Community Based Adaptation FrameworkClimate Resilient Livelihood, Enhancing Adaptive Capacity, Addressing Poverty,
Vulnerability and their Structural Causes at a Training of Trainers Programme on
Community Based Adaptation to Climate Change organised by Assam State Disaster
Management Authority on July 16, 2015.

•

Attended the meeting of Syllabus Review Committee of Central Board for Workers
Education as member of the Regional Advisory Committee of CBWE, Guwahati on
11 September, 2015

•

Delivered a talk on Role of Central Board for Workers Education in Empowering
Unorganised Sector Workers, on the occasion of Workers’ Education Day at INTUC
Guwahati on 16th September, 2015.

•

Participated as a Resource Person at the Workshop ‘Ecology, Society and
Development in North East India: Concepts and Methods’, organised by the Indian
Society for Ecological Economics, at Rajiv Gandhi University, Itanagar during
September 21-24 September, 2015

•

Presented a paper titled ‘Conflicts Leave a Trail of Poverty and Malnutrition:
Evidences from Assam’ at the seminar on Poverty, Inequality and Health in India
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with Special Reference to North-East India, Shillong organised by the Department of
Economics, North Eastern Hill University during October 8-10, 2015
•

Chaired a session on ‘Health and Inequality’at the seminar on Poverty, Inequality and
Health in India with Special Reference to North-East India, Shillong organised by the
Department of Economics, North Eastern Hill University during October 8-10, 2015

•

Presented the keynote address ‘Understanding Complexities of the Informal Sector:
Regulations and Provisioning’ on the sub-theme – Informal Sector, at the National
Conference on Social Sector Development and Governance Issues in the North East,
organised by K K Handique State Open University at Guwahati during 28-29
November, 2015

•

Delivered a Lecture on Social Security: Approaches in Developing Countries to the
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Ph.D. students of K KHandique State Open University, Guwahati on December 6,
2015.
•

Coordinated and reviewed the abstracts and papers submitted on the sub-theme
Urban-Rural Environmental and Resource Linkages as a member of the Scientific
Advisory Committee for the bi-annual conference of Indian Society for Ecological
Economics held in January 3-6, 2016.

•

Delivered a lecture in a Refresher Course organized by Gauhati University on January
9, 2016 on the theme “Human

Security Development Index for North East India:

Issues related to Peace and Conflict”.
•

Delivered three lectures on Research Design at an ICSSR sponsored Research
Methodology Course organised by Department of Sociology, Madras University on
21 January, 2016.

Dr. Saswati Choudhury
•

Acted as External Examiner for M.A. Dissertation at Department of HSS, IIT
Guwahati.

•

Coordinated the Capacity Development programme for Young Faculty in Social
Sciences from 20th July 2015 to 2nd August, 2015.

•

Delivered two lectures on 'Quantitative and qualitative research methodology' for
the Ph.D coursework at KKHOU, Guwahati on 16th August, 2015.

•

Delivered two lectures on 'Approaches to Gender Budgeting' for inservice Officials
of Government of Assam at AASC, Guwahati on 19th September,2015.
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•

Presented a paper Northeast India and the past twenty Years of the Look East Policy
of India on 25th September, 2015 at the International Seminar on Look (Act) East
Policy and Northeast India held at OKDISCD on 25-26 September, 2015 and
organized by OKDISCDin collaboration with NEC and P&D Department, Govt. of
Assam.

•

Delivered two lectures on 'Approaches to Gender Budgeting' for inservice Officials
of Government of Assam at AASC, Guwahati on 12th November,2015.

•

Delivered Special lecture titled 'Locating North East India in the Look (Act) East
Policy of India' on 6th December, 2015 at the national seminar on India's North
Eastern States and Eastern Neighbours organized by Asian Confluence at Shillong on
5-6 December, 2015.

Annual Report 2015-2016

•

Chaired the Technical Session Natural Resources, Climate Change and Local Politics
on 6th December at the national seminar on India's North Eastern States and Eastern
Neighbours organized by Asian Confluence at Shillong on 5-6 December, 2015.

Dr. Joydeep Baruah
•

Published “Understanding Limits to Human Development: Group Affiliation and
Social Conditioning”, Social Change and Development, Vol. XII, No. 1 (January,
2015)

•

Took a class “Common Statistical Methods for Medical Research” at Department of
Psychiatry, Gauhati Medical College and Hospital, Guwahati, June 22-24, 2015.

•

Presented the paper “Locating the Rhetoric of ‘Decentralisation’ and ‘Inclusion’
within Neo-liberal Order: Evidences from India” at the conference on International
Union of Anthropological and Ethnological Sciences (IUAES) Inter-congress, July 15
to 18, 2015, Thammasat University, Bangkok

•

Attended the Summer School on “Multidimensional Poverty Measurement” organised
by Oxford Poverty and Human Development Initiative (OPHI), University of Oxford
during August 3-15, 2015 at Georgetown University, Washington DC, USA.

•

Attended the Summer School on Multidimensional Poverty organised by Oxford
Poverty and Human Development Initiative (OPHI), University of Oxford during
August 3-15, 2015 at Georgetown University, Washington DC, USA.
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•

Delivered a lecture on “Women’s Studies in North East: Issues and Concerns” at the
Workshop on Status of Women’s Studies in North East India, Tezpur University,
November 26-27, 2015

•

Delivered a series of lectures on “Statistical Methods and SPSS” at the Department of
Economics, Manipur University, Imphal, December 3-5, 2015.

•

Delivered a “Decentralised Planning: An Experiment at the Grassroots”, at the
National Institute of Rural Development, NERC, Guwahati, January 9, 2016.

•

Delivered a “Introduction to Quantitative Methods and Their Applications” at
University of Science and Technology, Meghalaya, January 12, 2016

•

Delivered a special lecture on “Contemporary Challenges to Indian Democracy” in a
seminar organised by Jorhat District Political Science Association, DCB Girls’
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College, Jorhat, February 5, 2016
•

Delivered lectures on “Advanced Quantitative Methods and SPSS” at HDRC, North
Eastern Hill University, Shillong, March 11-12, 2016

•

Delivered lectures on “Quantitative Methods” at Nagaland University, Kohima
Campus, March 18-19, 2016

•

Delivered a lecture on “Quantitative Methods and Applications” at Department of
HSS, IIT Guwahati, March 21, 2016

Dr. Arunima Deka
•

Delivered a lecture on “Women’s Studies in North East: Issues and Concerns” at the
Workshop on Status of Women’s Studies in North East India, Tezpur University,
November 26-27, 2015.

•

Participated in group discussion programme on 'Functioning of Hmar Traditional
Institution and Autonomous District Council in Manipur', in Rengkai village in
Churachandpur district, 4th December 2015.

•

Presented a paper ‘Women and the Politics of Violence’ in International Conference
on ‘Multitude and Democracy’ jointly organized by OKDISCD and PRIO, 19th-20th
February, 2016, Guwahati.

•

Presented a paper ‘Language and Politics in India- The Case of Bodos’, in
International Conference on ‘Language, Power and Identity in Asia, organized by
IIAS, held at Leiden, the Netherlands from 14th -16th March, 2016.
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Akshay Jyoti Sarma
•

Participated as a resource person in a three-day Seminar on Vision Document for
Scheduled Tribes of North East India held at Shilpagram, Guwahati during August 79, 2015 and chaired a session on 'Economic Sector of North East India'. The Seminar
was organised by Akhil Bharatiya Vanvasi Kalyan Ashram.

•

Published a Book Review “Contextualizing Northeast India in Look East Policy” in
Social Change and Development. Volume XIII, July 2016.

Dr. Joseph K. Lalfakzuala
•

A Paper would be published in August, 2015 titled "MGNREGA and Women:
Challenge for Development in Mizoram" in J. Zorema & Harendra Sinha
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(eds.), Bureaucracy and Rural Development in North East India, Aizawl: Lengchhawn.
•

Presented a paper on "Interface of customary law and formal law: Justice delivery
system in the Mizo society" on UGC Sponsor Seminar in Mizo History and Culture:
Changes and Continuities, on 1st October 2015 at Govt.Serchhip College, New
Serchhip, Mizoram.

•

Presented a paper “Rethinking Local Governance not covered by 73rd CAA: A
Critical Study of Mizoram” in a Conference on Economics and Politics of Local
Governments: The Indian Experience, organised by the Institute of Development
Studies Kolkata in collaboration with the Rabindranath Tagore Centre for Human
Development Studies, Salt Lake, Kolkata on December 28 and 29, 2015.

•

Presented a paper “Local governance in Mizoram: Origin, continuity and change in
the working of Village Council”, at Consultative meeting on Local Democracy in
North East India organised by Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Guwahati Campus
sponsored by the Ministry of Panchayati Raj on 29-30 January, 2016, Guwahati.

•

Published a paper “Ethnicity and Autonomy: Unending Political Process in Mizoram”
in Social Change and Development, Volume XIII, July 2016.
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News from the Administrative Staff of the Institute
Dr. Uddipan Dutta
•

Published a book Review “Understanding Insurgents” in Frontline, March 4, 2016.

•

Published a paper “Sarbabhoumo Asom: three Public Discourses” in Dilip Gogoi (ed),
Unheeded Hinterland. Routledge. London. 2016.

•

Published a paper “Between State and the Insurgents: Violation of Human Rights in
Assam” with Dilip Gogoi in Dilip Gogoi (ed), Unheeded Hinterland. Routledge.
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London. 2016.
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